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Nations Secretary-General’s in-depth study on violence against women

The process of the Bulgarian accession to the EU required important changes to be
introduced to Bulgarian legislation and new pieces of legislation to be adopted with a view to
further transpose the acquis communautaire in the field of equal treatment for women and
men and to protection of women’s rights in general. In this respect, some very important
Laws aimed at improving women’s situation in the country came in force in the last 2 years.
For example, the Law on Protection against Discrimination(2004), the Law on Countering
Trafficking in Human Beings (2004), the Law on the Ombudsman(2004), the Law on
Protection against Domestic Violence (2005), etc. At the same time, the Bill on Equal
Opportunities for Women and Men was twice rejected by the National Assembly in 2002 and
2003, on the grounds that a comprehensive anti-discrimination law was to be drafted, and

has never been adopted.

However, so far little progress has been achieved in the implementation of the above-
mentioned newly adopted legislation and bodies. Activities in this field remain low and
although legal mechanisms for protection exist, they are not actively used. Moreover, even
when adopted the above-mentioned Laws are rather new and there is a lack of related
practice, making it difficult to evaluate their implementation. Another problem is the still
vague system of correlation between the different institutions that will be established, as well
as their funding. An indicative example is the situation with the state-financed shelters for
victims of violence. Although the State obligations in securing shelters and rehabilitation for
victims of violence are legally guaranteed both by the Law on Countering Trafficking in
Human Beings and by the Law on Protection against Domestic there are no concrete
measures and steps undertaken by the State to fulfill its responsibility. The other way around,
there are shelters and crisis centers closed or about to be closed due to the lack of finances
after the International organizations who supported them financially started to withdraw
delivering the important role they have had to the State itself. To that moment only the
Municipal Council of Silistra decided to provide funds from the municipal budget for 2005 for
the local shelter for women victims of domestic violence. This is the first and only positive
step of the executive at the local level to acknowledge officially the necessity of this social
service. Similar is the situation when it comes to providing psychological and legal assistance
for survivors of violence, to operating hot-lines for victims of violence, and to conducting
training programs for law enforcement professionals to implement the adopted legislation. All
this activities remain initiatives of the non-governmental sector in Bulgaria and rely mainly on

external sources of finance.



Overall, before and after the recently adopted gender-sensitive legislation, it was the non-
governmental sector in Bulgaria that has taken the leading role in the countering violence
against women activities, such as: information and education campaigns about gender-
based violence, prevention and rehabilitation of victims of gender-based violence, providing
victims of violence with legal and employment consultations, training of health professionals,
executive power, judges, court monitoring cases involving violence against women, etc. for

the last 10 years.

At the same time, a best practice that should be mentioned as a good example of self-
sustainable shelter for victims of violence and can be multiplied in other towns and cities in
the world is the Social Enterprise undertaken by the Open Door Center in the town of Pleven.
It has started as a part of the Social Enterprise Project financed by the British Embassy in
Bulgaria and Counterpart Bulgaria Foundation. During the realization of this project the
Municipality of Pleven gave permission economic activities to be run in the house where the
shelter is located. The development of this initiative enables the Open Door Center to
generate finances from the economic activities that will be invested in its main activity and
aim — assistance for women victims of violence. This is an original and unique for the
Bulgarian settings way to maintain a shelter for victims of violence that is not reliable on
external finances (governmental or international ones) and whose existence is guaranteed by
its own activities. Moreover, the laundry the NGO currently runs engages clients of the
Center and the shelter this way providing them with opportunity to quickly recover and

socialize after the traumatic experience.

The initiative is possible due to the good cooperation in countering gender-based violence at
a regional level between the Center and the local and governmental authorities. Additionally,
the Center plans to develop partnerships with other non-governmental organizations in order
to achieve multiplication of the good practice and effective results for the whole society. The
main motivation of the Open Door Center to develop social enterprise is: (1) to provide with
job disadvantaged women without qualification who are temporary (from 3 to 6 weeks)
residents of the shelter; (2) to provide finances needed to maintain the shelter for women
victims of domestic violence; (3) to promote the social enterprise as a way of self-

sustainability of a NGO.

In this regard, the Center will spend the received from the economic activities funds to
reinvest and expand the activities of the social enterprise. A certain proportion of the incomes



will be used to motivate clients to develop personal qualifications for realization on the labor

market and to assist them in achieving economic independence.

Another best practice that can be mentioned is the

EKCNJIOATALUMA HA AELIA B COEPATA HA TYPU3MA

Ha 11 man 2005 r. B xoten ,Kpuctan MNanac” 6e noanuncaH ET4eH KoAekc 3a npeBeHUNs Ha Tpadurka u
CekcyasiHaTa eKkcnjoaTauusa Ha geua B cdhepaTa Ha TypusMa OT NbpBUTE NpeacTaBUTeENN Ha
TypucTnyeckaTa MHAYCTpUA B CTpaHaTa, KOUTO 3asBMxXa CBOSATa rOTOBHOCT Aa npuiarart B
npodecrmoHanHaTa c1 AENHOCT MEPKM 3a 3aliuTa Ha AeuaTa OT CeKcCyasiHa ekcnnoaTtauunsa. Tosa 6sxa:
Bbnrapcka xoTennepcka u pectopaHTbopcka acounaumns, bbarapcka Typuctuyecka kamapa, bbarapcka
acoumaumsa Ha TypuctmyeckuTe areHTn, bbarapcku dopym Ha 6usHec nuaepute, bBbarapcko 6opo 3a
opraHusaumnsa Ha noceuieHns n cpewn, xotenu MN.M.K., xoten AMbacagop, PaanucbtH CAC MpaHa XoTten
Codus, TakcuMeTposa koMnaHnsa O’KEN CynepTpaHc, TypucTuyecka areHums ,KopekT nn Tpasen” u
areHuus 3a Mnagexkun nbvrysaHusa ,IO3UT KANTbPC Bbvarapusa”.

Llenta Ha ETMYyHMA Kodekc e na BbBeAe HOB NOAXOA B 6op6aTa C TpachKa Ha Ageua B bbnrapua kato
MOTUBUPA YaCTHUA CEKTOPU U ocobeHo npeactaBuUTeENNTE Ha TypuUCTUYeCKaTta MHAYCTPUA 3a BbBEXAAHETO
Ha MEPKWN 3a NpeBeHUMNA Ha CEKCya/lHaTa eKcnaoaTauuna Ha Aela OT CTpaHa Ha 6bnrapcn<v1 n
yyXAecTpaHHU TYpUCTU U noceTuTenn. Kato npunarat npuHumnuTe Ha ETMYHMA Koaekc B
npocbeCMOHanHaTa CW NpaKTuKa, aHraxxmpaHmuTe B TypnaMa KoOMnaHmMm n acounaumn Ha TypuctnmyeckaTa
MHAOYCTPUA B CTpaHaTa MOraTt Aa AONpUHECaT A0 rosiiMa CTeneH 3a orpaHn4yaBaHe Ha npo6neMa TpaCbMK
Ha deua 1 yTBbpXXAaBaHe Ha MMUAXa Ha Bbnrapma KaTto curypHa u aTpakTuUBHa TypucTuyecka
AeCTUHauuAa.

ETM4HNAT Koaekc 6e cb3pafdeH B paMkuTe Ha npoekTa ,CbTpyAHNYECTBO Mexay O6LecTBeHNA N YaCcTHUS
CEeKTOp 3a NpeBeHLUMa Ha Tpaduka U CeKCcyanHaTa ekcnioataumsa Ha geua B cepaTta Ha Typusma”.
MpoekTbT e cbBMecTHa MHMuMaTmBa Ha OpraHmsaumsaTa 3a CurypHocT n CbTpyaHunyecTso B EBpona

(OCCE), OvpxaBHaTa AreHuus 3a 3akpuna Ha [leteto, ®oHpaumsa ,Acoumaumnsa AHMMYC” n aBcTpumncKaTa

HenpasuTencTBeHa opraHusauns ‘respect’ — MHCTUTYT 3a MHTerpaTMBeH Typu3bM U passutme. B
n3roTesaHeTo Ha KoAekca B3exa yyacTue KakTo npeacTaBUTeNU Ha AbpXaBHUSA U HEMPaBUTENCTBEHMUSA
CeKTop, Taka M npeacTaBuTesIn Ha TypucTMyeckaTa MHAYCTPpUSA B CTpaHaTa.
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“ETMUYeH KoAEeKC 3a NpeBeHLMsA Ha TpaduKa M ceKkcyasiHaTa eKcnjioatauusa Ha geua B cheparta
Ha Typusma”

B pamkuTe Ha mpoekTa “ChTPYyAHHYECTBO MKy OOLIECTBEHHS M YACTHHUA CEKTOpP 3a
NpeBeHUHsI HA TPa(UKa U CEKCyaJHATa eKCII0aTalus Ha Jeua B cdepaTa Ha Typusma”
Ha 24 HoemBpu 2004r. B 3a;1a 5 Ha MUHUCTEPCTBO Ha TPpyNa M CONMATHATA TOJUTHKA Oerre
nposezneHa [IbpBa KpbIvia Maca, B KoaTo B3exa ydactue 30 mpeacTaBuTeNn Ha AbpKaBHATA
aJIMUHUCTpaNUs, CIPYKEHHSITa Ha Typu3Ma B bearapus, CHHIMKATUTE, TYpOIEPaTOPUTE,
XOTENMTe, HETPaBUTEICTBEHH W MEKIYHApOJHM opranm3anuu. llenra Ha Kpbrimata maca
Oemie 7a ce yCTaHOBU ChTPYIHHYECTBO MEXIY OOIIECTBEHHUS M YacTHUS cekTop B bbarapus
3a TOATOTOBKaTa M mpueMaHero Ha ETHyeH Koaekc 3a camoperyjamusi Ha
TypUCTHYECKATa HMHAYyCTpusi, mo Mmoxena Ha Kopekca, mpemtokeHn ot CseroBHara
OpraHu3aIys 1Mo Typu3bM U HempaBuTencTBeHara oprannzanus ECPAT mpe3 1998r.

YyacTHuumTe B Kpbriata Maca noTBbpAMXa Cepuo3HocTTa Ha npobnema Tpaduk UM cekcyasnHa
ekcnnoaTtaums Ha geua B bbnarapus n Heob6xoAMMOCTTa OT CbBMECTHM AENCTBUSA 3a OrpaHM4yaBaHeTo My.
bewe B3eTro peweHune 3a CkJOYBaHeTo Ha CrnopasymMeHue 3a CbTPYAHNYECTBO Mexxay
KoopanHatopa no MKOHOMMYECKMTE BBIPOCHM M ONa3BaHETO Ha OKOJIHara cpeAa KbM
OpraHnsaynsitTa 3a CUrypHOCT M CcbTpyaHun4dYecTtBo B EBpona, MuHuUCTEpCTBO Ha BbHLUIHUTE
pa6borr, MMHMUCTEepCTBO Ha MKOHOMMKAarTa, [bp)>kaBHaTta areHUusi 3a 3aKpusa Ha [eTeTo "
doHpaayns “Acouymayunss AHMMyc” B nogkpena Ha npueMaHeTo M npuaaraHero Ha ErnyHus
koaexkc B Bbarapms. MHoro oT npeacTaBUTENUTE Ha TypucTUYeckKaTa WHAYCTPUS U CAPYXEeHUATa Ha



Typu3sMa B Bbnrapusa ce nskasaxa B noakpena Ha Kogekca v n3pasumxa rotToBHOCTTa CU Aa CbTpyAHMYAT 3a
HEroBOTO pPa3npoCTpaHEHWNE N NpUNaraHe.

B pamkmute Ha Kpwrnara maca 6ewe cgopmupana pa6otHa rpyna 3a cb3jaBaHeTo Ha
6bsrapckms BapmaHT Ha ETnuHuns kogekc. B Hes yyacTve Le B3emMaT NpeACTaBUTENN Ha AbpXaBHaTta
aAMWHUCTPALMS, HEMPABUTE/ICTBEHUS CEKTOp W CekTopa Ha TypusMma. MbpBOTO 3acepaHue Ha
pa6oTHaTa rpyna we ce nposefe B Kpas Ha siHyapu. B Hero MoraT ga ce BK/YaT KakTo
yyacTHUuMTe B Kpbrnata Maca, Taka M BCUYKM a@HraXupaHu C TYPUCTUYECKUS BU3HEC opraHusaumu u
YacTHM NMua, KOUTO MPOSIBABAT MHTEPEC KbM AeMHOCTTa . PaboTHaTa rpyna we npeactaBu pesynraTa oT
pabotata cu Ha BTopa Kpbrna Maca, Ha KoOATO ETMuHMAT kogekc uwe 6bAe noanucaH ot
npeacTaBUTENUTE HA TypuCTUYEcKaTa WMHAYCTPUS, KOWTO MMAT FOTOBHOCT Aa npwuiarat B paboraTta cu
npeaBUAEHUTE B HErO MEPKU 3@ NMpeBeHUUs.



